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Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE ] ]| | CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 155 WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2009 No. 117

IN RECOGNITION OF WATCHMAN NEE
HON. CHRIS H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge the immense spir-
itual achievement of Watchman Nee, a great pioneer of Christianity
in China.

Christianity Today magazine recently honored Watchman Nee
as one of the 100 most influential Christians of the twentieth cen-
tury. Watchman Nee died over thirty years ago but his life and work
continue to influence millions of Protestant Christians in China.
Today more than three thousand churches outside of China, includ-
ing several hundred in the United States, look to him as one of their
spiritual and theological founders.

Watchman Nee was an astonishingly devoted and energetic man,
which I think can be seen from a capsule summary of his life. He
became a Christian in 1922. In the 1930s, he traveled to Europe
and North America, where he delivered sermons and speeches.
Later his sermons were collected and published as books. By the
late 1940s, Nee had become the most influential Chinese Christian
writer, evangelist, and church builder. In 1952, the Chinese gov-
ernment imprisoned Nee and many other Christian leaders for
their faith. Nee was never released, though during the 1960s and
1970s several of his books continued to grow in influence and pop-
ularity, particularly in the United States, and his best-known book,
The Normal Christian Life, sold over one million copies world-wide
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and became a twentieth-century Christian classic. In 1972 he died
at the age of 71 in a labor farm; his few surviving letters confirm
that he remained faithful to God until the end.

Madam Speaker, it is estimated that China has more than one
hundred million Christians, and millions of them consider them-
selves the spiritual heirs of Watchman Nee. Millions more are
rightly proud of the contribution Watchman Nee made to global
Christianity—he was the first Chinese Christian to exercise an in-
fluence on Western Christians—and indeed of his contribution to
world spiritual culture. It is sad that the works of Watchman Nee
are officially banned in China—even as they are being discovered
afresh by a new generation of Western Christians. It is my hope
that Watchman Nee’s collected works can be freely published and
distributed within China.

After Watchman Nee'’s death, when his niece came to collect his
few possessions, she was given a scrap of paper that a guard had
found by his bed. What was written on that scrap may serve as
Watchman Nee’s testament: “Christ is the Son of God Who died for
the redemption of sinners and was resurrected after three days.
This is the greatest truth in the universe. I die because of my belief
in Christ. Watchman Nee.”
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WATCHMAN NEE AND WITNESS LEE
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Mr. PITTS of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, a little over four years ago my esteemed colleague
from New Jersey, the honorable CHRIS SMITH, rose in this cham-
ber to bring due attention to one of the great Christians of the twen-
tieth century— the noted Chinese teacher and church-planter,
Watchman Nee. Today, I rise to complete the circle on this com-
pelling story by honoring Watchman Nee’s closest co-worker, Wit-
ness Lee. Together they labored tirelessly in China from 1932 until
the conquest of mainland China by the Communist Red Army
under Mao Tse Tung in 1949. Today, the story of Watchman Nee is
somewhat well known, given his numerous writings that have be-
come Christian classics, such as The Normal Christian Life and Sit,
Walk, Stand. Capping his inspirational biography was his martyr-
dom in a Chinese labor farm in 1972.

Witness Lee’s story is less known in the West but is in no way
less significant. Al-though Nee was the clear leader when they la-
bored together in China, it was left to Wit-ness Lee, to preserve and
continue their work outside of China and to spread it far beyond
the Chinese-speaking world. When it became apparent in 1949 that
the Communists would prevail in China, Watchman Nee insisted
that Witness Lee emigrate to carry on their work in Taiwan and
throughout the Far East. Lee agreed. Subsequent developments
not only validated Nee's insight (he was imprisoned shortly there-
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after, and the churches raised up under his and Lee’s ministry were
forced underground), but also confirmed that their message and
ministry had the potential to reach far beyond China.

Almost immediately Lee’s ministry began to have a profound im-
pact in Taiwan. Tens of thousands turned to Jesus Christ for their
salvation and began congregating in simple, New Testament
churches, as their Chinese brethren had done in China during the
previous two decades. Today, there are more than 200 such local
churches in Taiwan with more than 200,000 believers. It is a similar
story in the Far East and Australasia, with churches established
in the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, Korea,
New Zealand and Australia.

Witness Lee did not confine his work to Asia. In 1962 he came to
North America and began to minister from Los Angeles, where he
established Living Stream Ministry, the publisher of Watchman
Nee and Witness Lee in English and over fifty other languages. Wit-
ness Lee’s speaking and writing continued to emphasize “Christ as
life” and God'’s desire to “build His church” on the basis of the one-
ness of God’s people, rather than on any ethnic or cultural differ-
ences. This was the same message that he had learned from his
spiritual mentor, Watchman Nee. Since the early 1960s the spread
of the local churches under Lee’s ministry throughout North and
South America, Europe, and Africa has been remarkable. There are
more than 4,000 churches and 400,000 believers meeting on every
inhabited continent, including 200 churches and several thousand
believers in Russia and the Russian-speaking world.

Inside mainland China the number of “hid-den” believers follow-
ing the ministry of Nee and Lee has continued to grow despite the
Chinese government’s often extreme measures to suppress and
openly persecute them. Historically, members of the churches in
China who appreciate the ministry of Nee and Lee have been
among the most harshly persecuted. Thousands have been impris-
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oned, countless beaten, and many even martyred. It is estimated
today that there may be two million believers and thousands of local
churches in China that draw their spiritual nourishment and sup-
ply from the ministry of Nee and Lee.

Recently, reports have reached the West that Christian believers
in two provinces have been imprisoned merely for possessing copies
of the Recovery Version, a study Bible published by Living Stream
Ministry and Taiwan Gospel Book Room, the publishing entity Lee
established in Taiwan. Today Watchman Nee is still labeled as a
“dangerous counterrevolutionary,” and Witness Lee is officially
branded as a “cult leader.” The writings of both men are banned in
China. It is tragic that Watchman Nee died in a Chinese prison
farm, totally unaware of how profoundly his life and ministry would
impact the entire world. It is a similar tragedy that Witness Lee
died in 1997 with such a blatant, gross distortion hanging over his
name and his ministry in his homeland.

It is ironic that at a time when China is taking such a prominent
role on the world stage in so many areas of society, it is missing an
obvious opportunity to further improve its reputation within the in-
ternational community. Rather than slander the names of two
faithful men of God, China should take national pride that two of
its own, neither of whom were political in either their message or
their leadership of the flock, have had extraordinary impact far be-
yond the Chinese-speaking world.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon the Chinese government today to release
all those being held simply because of their faith in Christ and to
abandon this national campaign to discredit and distort the record
of two brave followers of the One who came with the message of sal-
vation, forgiveness and peace, and instead, to celebrate with us the
contributions of Watchman Nee and Witness Lee to believers the

world over.
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FULLER

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Fuller Theological Seminary (Fuller) and leaders from the local
churches and its publishing service, Living Stream Ministry (LSM),
have recently completed two years of extensive dialog. During this
time Fuller conducted a thorough review and examination of the
major teachings and practices of the local churches, with particular
emphasis on the writings of Witness Lee and Watchman Nee, as
published by Living Stream Ministry. This process was undertaken
in an attempt to answer many of the questions and accusations that
are often associated with this group of churches and to locate the
teachings and practices of these two men and the local churches in
light of historical, orthodox Christianity. Participants in the dialog
from Fuller included Dr. Richard Mouw, President and Professor
of Christian Philosophy; Dr. Howard Loewen, Dean of the school of
Theology and Professor of Theology and Ethics; and Dr. Veli-Matti
Karkkainen, Professor of Systematic Theology. Representing the
local churches were Minoru Chen, Abraham Ho, and Dan Towle.
Representing LSM were Ron Kangas, Benson Phillips, Chris Wilde,
and Andrew Yu.

It is the conclusion of Fuller Theological Seminary that the
teachings and practices of the local churches and its members rep-
resent the genuine, historical, biblical Christian faith in every es-
sential aspect. One of the initial tasks facing Fuller was to
determine if the portrayal of the ministry typically presented by its
critics accurately reflects the teachings of the ministry. On this point
we have found a great disparity between the perceptions that have
been generated in some circles concerning the teachings of Watch-
man Nee and Witness Lee and the actual teachings found in their
writings. Particularly, the teachings of Witness Lee have been
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grossly misrepresented and therefore most frequently misunder-
stood in the general Christian community, especially among those
who classify themselves as evangelicals. We consistently discov-
ered that when examined fairly in the light of scripture and
church history, the actual teachings in question have significant
biblical and historical credence. Therefore, we believe that they
deserve the attention and consideration of the entire Body of
Christ.

It is important to note, in understanding the process that we have
undergone; that considerable attention was devoted at the outset
to the stand of these churches on the essential elements of the gen-
uine Christian faith adhered to by all true Christian believers. We
believe that if agreement on the basic tenets of the faith can be
clearly established, then subsequent dialog and discussion concern-
ing non-essential teachings properly fall within the realm of the fel-
lowship of believers. This determination was made by reading their
publications and through our fellowship in five face-to-face meetings
between Fuller and representatives of these churches and this min-
istry. In regard to their teaching and testimony concerning God,
the Trinity, the person and work of Christ, the Bible, salvation,
and the oneness and unity of the Church, the Body of Christ, we
found them to be unequivocally orthodox. Furthermore, we found
their profession of faith to be consistent with the major creeds,
even though their profession is not creedal in format.

Moreover, we also can say with certainty that no evidence of cultic
or cult-like attributes have been found by us among the leaders of
the ministry or the members of the local churches who adhere to
the teachings represented in the publications of Living Stream Min-
istry. Consequently, we are easily and comfortably able to receive
them as genuine believers and fellow members of the Body of
Christ, and we unreservedly recommend that all Christian believers
likewise extend to them the right hand of fellowship.
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Our times together were characterized by sincere, open, trans-
parent, and unrestricted dialog. There were several topics that we
at Fuller approached with particular interest, such as the Trinity,
the mingling of divinity and humanity, deification, modalism,
their interpretation and practice of the ‘local’ church, the divine
and human natures of Christ, and their attitude toward believers
outside their congregations. We were given unlimited freedom to
explore each of these areas. In every instance we found the public
perception of some to be far removed from the actual published
teachings as well as the beliefs and practices of the believers in the
local churches.

This statement is intended to provide those interested with a gen-
eral overview of the process that we have been involved with and
our overall conclusions. This brief statement will be followed in the
coming months by a paper addressing the aforementioned and
other important theological topics in greater detail. Representatives
of the local churches and Living Stream Ministry have agreed to
write a statement outlining in summary form their teachings on
the major topics of interest concerning them. Comments by Fuller
will be offered on their teachings, as we have come to understand
them after significant research and dialog.

Dated : January 5, 2006

School of Theology
135 North Oakland Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91182
tele 626.584.5300 fax 626.584.5251 www.fuller.edu
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